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Summary
---------------The Institute for Development Policy INDEP since its establishment in 2011 has a
clear mission: to strengthen and lead
sustainable socio-political and economic
development, always based on the principles
of democracy and democratic values. Our
vision is to achieve a democratic society,
which is capable of running a functioning
and well-integrated state. Our work is guided
by the basic principles of transparency and
accountability. Based on these guiding
principles, INDEP has completed the 8th
year of its establishment with great success
and we have implemented a total of 10
projects.

Burim EJUPI
Executive Director, INDEP

As Director of INDEP, I am pleased that in this annual report we are revealing our successes, initially
as a Kosovar thank-tank, whose work is reflected throughout many processes and is sometimes
conditioned by the pace of the processes in which we participate and they also move on more slowly
than what we would prefer, but also as part of civil society in Kosovo. Every year and more, our work
is getting stronger and our contribution is being recognized and this makes us very proud but also
grateful. This motivates us to keep working even harder in the next upcoming years. INDEP also
thanks our partners, donors, without whom our work would have been much more deficient. We
believe that the partnerships we have created will continue as we all share the same goal - a better
Kosovo for all of us.
Our donor-funded projects have been implemented in three INDEP program areas: democratic
governance, sustainable development and regional cooperation. In general, we as INDEP have
advocated for sustainable policies, inclusive and democratic governance, gender equality, the inclusion
of sustainable development objectives, green energy, the promotion of long-term reforms in many
sectors, accountability and that which will consequently lead to overall development.
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During this year, INDEP has conducted 24 publications, 2 translations, 1 curriculum, 1 conference
report, 3 modules, 11 workshops, 16 focus groups, 14 press conferences, 14 roundtables, has held 2
campaigns, 13 media presentations, 11 info sessions, 8 international presentations and has launched
18 audiovisual materials, has given 42 grants, has participated in 6 public consultations, has had about
2,500 participants in activities and has been reached on social media from 150,000 people.
In the program of democratic governance, INDEP has continued the cooperation with the
Assembly of Kosovo, has assisted parliamentary committees, has contributed to the pension reform
in Kosovo, has been active in the field of energy - has campaigned against the construction of the
New Kosovo power plant, has analyzed security has worked in the field of gender equality by
publishing a paper and holding three modules in this field, has been an active part in public
consultations held by the Ministries of Kosovo, has reacted to many different issues ranging from
anti-corruption and nepotism to the search for radical reforms in education., has given grants to
increase transparency at the local level, has published works in the field of academy, and has worked
in the field of media education.
In the sustainable development program, INDEP participated in NCEP, co-organized the Sustainable
Development Week in Kosovo, held conferences and roundtables on energy transition, worked on
localizing the 2030 Agenda and raising awareness of SDG, has published papers on the situation of
Kosovo in terms of SDG, has worked with MPs on SDG, has published papers on the environment
- animal protection and air quality in Kosovo, has held workshops on youth awareness related with
climate change, has provided grants that support the field of green energy, improving the state of the
environment.
In the regional cooperation program, INDEP has participated in various conferences inside and
outside the country, the topics of which are related to the two previous INDEP programs. Also,
INDEP has been present in the local media, especially with the two main campaigns it has held, the
one against the construction of the Kosova e Re power plant and the campaign for raising awareness
about SDG.
INDEP continues the same in 2020, with a focus on the three programs since we consider that only
in this form, we can achieve a lasting impact. The following report explains in detail the activity of
INDEP in 2019.
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About us

The Institute for Development Policy (INDEP), established in 2011 as an association of policy
analysts, researchers and civil society activists, is a research institute and advocacy center that provides
strategic public policy solutions. INDEP, as a think-tank, achieves this based on independent research
aimed at creating a democratic state based on the principles of sustainable development.
Therefore, INDEP's work focuses on development policies, providing a substantive vision for EuroAtlantic integration. In Kosovo, where it operates, INDEP has a special focus on strengthening
democratic governance and plays the role of public policy overseer.
INDEP activities continue this year to be based on three interrelated programs, which simultaneously
serve as pillars of the operational structure of the institute. INDEP's three main programs are
democratic governance, sustainable development, and regional cooperation.

Democratic
Governance

Sustainable
Development

Regional Cooperation

Main Programs of INDEP
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Within the program of democratic governance, INDEP aims to develop the most sustainable and
comprehensive public policies. To achieve the objectives of this program, INDEP works closely and
directly with decision-makers at the legislative and executive levels. Research compiled during 2019
was accompanied by various advocacy methods focusing on topics such as the rule of law, gender
equality, etc.
While in the sustainable development program, INDEP continues to promote economic development
which supports genuine social, policy, and environmental conditions. As in previous years, INDEP
under this program focused on the energy sector. Although 2018 was a year in which work focused
specifically on the development of renewable energy, during 2019, INDEP worked on energy
transition and the promotion of renewable resources. The work done in this direction and the
sufficient contribution given for 8 years already, made INDEP in the coming years to focus on two
other points; one will be the elaboration of how this sector contributes to climate change and the
second will discuss consumer protection in development sectors such as energy, oil and mining and
minerals.
The third, but not less important, program of regional cooperation has the main goal of integrating
the circumstances in which Kosovo finds itself in the regional context. During 2019, INDEP
represented Kosovo in numerous international conferences which discussed topics such as local
governance, sustainable development, energy sector, various economic issues, etc.
In terms of internal organization of the organization, INDEP, in addition to increasing the capacity
of current staff, grew with new members who throughout the year were involved in the projects of
the organization and at the same time expanded their knowledge on topics that our work focuses
most. . By adding staff, INDEP increases the likelihood that the impact will be even greater. INDEP
has successfully completed 2019 and with this report reveals the significant successes of INDEP. We
emphasize that during 2019 INDEP staff has held many other activities, advocacy, constructive
participation in public consultations, has worked closely with many other partner organizations, and
has been a strong contributing voice of civil society in Kosovo.
In order for the INDEP mission to be fulfilled and to provide strategic solutions for public policies,
we compile independent research through which we propose recommendations with the aim of
creating a more functional and democratic state. Publications based on ethical and detailed research,
constitute the strongest advocacy tool of INDEP, therefore INDEP dedicates a lot of time and staff
in compiling these publications. Publications made by INDEP are credible and always provide good
examples of public policy, exploring the practices of developed countries adapted to the Kosovo
context. During 2019 alone, INDEP has published 24 papers under 3 programs on which our work
focuses, 2 Translations and 1 Conference Report1 (for a full list of publications, see Annex A). These
papers discuss various topics ranging from the energy sector, women in decision-making positions,
environmental protection, reviews of consultative documents, etc.

1

Localizing the 2030 Agenda - Challenges and Opportunities to Meet the 17 Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs)
https://indep.info/wp-content/uploads/2020/01/Raporti-i-Konferences.pdf
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INDEP proudly presents the figures below. One of the biggest figures that INDEP has achieved in
the 8th year of operation is a very high "reach" from its activities, especially the penetration with
video promotions and various infographics, created by INDEP staff in collaboration with various
companies of the country. INDEP concludes that it has managed to reach up to 150,000 citizens
through feedback, citations, campaigns, activities and materials released by INDEP. Most of this
reach comes from INDEP social networks. INDEP also had more than 2,500 participants in its
activities.
In continuation, this report reveals the work done during 2019, divided according to the program
areas of INDEP: Democratic Governance, Sustainable Development and Regional Cooperation.
Most of the activities in 2019 were carried out within projects funded by various donors (for a
complete list of INDEP donors, see Donors).
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INDEP in numbers during 2019

Publications
Translations
Publications

Media Conferences

2
Media Conferences

Focus Groups

14

Publications

24

Workshops

Focus Groups

16

Conferences / Roundtables

Reactions

15
Curriculums

Workshops

1

11

2,500

Mediatic Appeareances

13
Moduls

Reactions

International
Representations
Infosessions

15

Participants in
activities

3

Conference Reports

Conference Reports

Public Consultations

1

6

International Representations

8

Campaigns

Audio-visual Materials
Grants

Infosessions

11
Grants

Public Consultations

Campaigns

42

2

Moduls

Audio-visual Materials

18

Mediatic
Appeareances
Curriculums
Conferences /
Roundtables
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______________________________________________________________________________

Democratic Governance
---------------INDEP believes that democratic governance is the basis of a democratic, just and inclusive state.
Therefore, INDEP has a good part of its work directed to this program. As in previous years, this
year INDEP has worked hard in this direction. Advocacy, cooperation with the Assembly of the
Republic of Kosovo, meetings with politicians, MPs, members of Committees within the Assembly
and other actors from decision-making, campaigns and specifically campaigns against the construction
of the Power Plant "Kosova e Re", work in the field of gender equality, reactions , as well as public
policy recommendations are the main components of this program for 2019.
As a form of advocacy, INDEP since its establishment in 2011 has used meetings and direct advocacy
with actors from decision-making institutions. For this, INDEP has established correct and
cooperative relations with many MPs, politicians, members of Committees within the Assembly to
whom it constantly advocates for the advancement of democratic processes, sustainable policies, as
well as advancing the installation of democratic decision-making forms.
Advocating, during 2019 INDEP has held 18 workshops with more than 400 participants, which were
attended by ordinary citizens, experts in various fields, members and representatives of small
organizations from many countries of Kosovo, students, as and independent activists. INDEP
considers that through workshops and trainings, advocacy for topics that are in the common good of
the citizens and our country will be expanded and thus will create a wider network of action. INDEP
believes that change comes from the bottom up, so in this regard workshops and trainings are crucial
to achieve positive change and higher citizen participation in democratic decision-making processes.
In order to have an impact on the design and drafting of public policies, INDEP uses public
documents and consultations as a tool to make a difference in our society. The document for
establishing the public service obligation for security of supply2 focuses initially on the legal basis for
imposing a tax on security of supply and on the role of ERO and its responsibilities towards the
contract signed by the Government of Kosovo. Next, we have analyzed the effects that this tax has
in terms of domestic and European provisions on state aid and regional integration and market
liberalization. Finally, we have treated security of supply as a concept and how much it has actually
been addressed with this initiative of ERO.
In public consultations, during 2019 INDEP has participated in several public consultations. Among
the most successful consultations was the Draft Concept Paper for the Field of Precious Metals3. Out
of 8 comments, 5 were fully accepted by the Ministry of Trade and Industry. INDEP is now awaiting
the report on the comments sent to the “Draft Law on Amending and Supplementing the Law No.
04 / L-147 on Kosovo Waters”4 by the Ministry of Environment and Spatial Planning.

2

Analizë e Dokumentit Konsultativ të ZRRE-së - Vendosja e obligimit të shërbimit publik për siguri të furnizimit
https://indep.info/wp-content/uploads/2019/02/Analiza-e-Dokumentit-Konsultativ-te-ZRRE_INDEP_BGF.pdf
3
https://konsultimet.rks-gov.net/viewConsult.php?ConsultationID=40765
4
https://konsultimet.rks-gov.net/viewConsult.php?ConsultationID=40794
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Continuing with the other consultation document, ERO's consultative report on the solar
photovoltaic support mechanism for RES objectives (20 MW), in which INDEP initially analyzed
the legal basis for drafting Administrative Instruction 05/2017 and increasing the objectives of which
Instruction implements this ERO document. This is because the ERO document is a direct legal
consequence of Instruction no. 05/2017. Then the material of the document was analyzed where with
special emphasis we analyzed the elements that influenced the determination of the value that was
proposed and at the end,
conclusions
and
recommendations were given.
INDEP reacted on various
issues that violated the rule of
law, the functioning of our
democratic state, and the wellbeing of citizens in general (for
a full list of answers, see Annex
B). Earlier this year, INDEP
raised its voice for teacher
strikes by opposing cosmetic
pay increases and initially calling
for radical reforms for a fair and
balanced system of salaries and
bonuses in the public sector.

Following the reactions on topics
affecting the energy sector, INDEP
opposed
the
document
"Implementation of the Public Service
Obligation for Security of Supply" of the
Energy Regulatory Office (ERO).
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This initiative was considered contradictory to the constitutional role that ERO has, contrary to local
and European laws and which aimed to legitimize the destructive contract for the construction of the
power plant "Kosova e Re". Furthermore, INDEP has opposed the decision of the support
mechanism for renewable energy sources in the amount of 90.5 EUR. This is due to the lack of legality
for its imposition and the very high level of the price of the proposed tariff. A great success is
considered for INDEP when ERO has taken the decision to approve the RES support mechanism in
the amount of EUR 85.5. Through our reaction and after avoiding the 90.5 EUR fee, we have saved
over 2 million euros in the Kosovo budget.
Within the Democratic Governance program, during 2019, INDEP appealed to various local and
international institutions, as well as the Prosecution of the country, for the protection of human
rights and all those responsible for the protection of the constitutional and legal order to take
immediate measures to prevent illegal and discriminatory employment in the public administration. In
addition to public administration, INDEP also opposed other political and illegal appointments to
energy sector institutions. Various concerns were also expressed about the attempt to politicize state
institutions, which refused to employ scholarship holders educated at prestigious European
universities, and instead to make public employment on a partisan basis. For this reason, INDEP has
requested the immediate cancellation of public vacancies in these institutions, the employment of
scholarship holders and the cancellation of any illegal measures against the civil service.
Since 2012, INDEP has assisted parliamentary committees. During 2019, INDEP has drafted the
analysis for the level of implementation of law no. 05 / L-085 on Electricity. The analysis revealed
that the law has so far found only partial implementation. The market liberalization process that is at
the core of this law has stalled and a number of consumer rights have not yet been implemented. The
INDEP analysis came at the request of the Parliamentary Committee on Economic Development,
Infrastructure, Trade, Industry and Regional Development, as part of the Assembly's monitoring of
Law implementation.
In addition to nepotism in the recruitment process, INDEP, as in the following years, has raised its
voice on corruption topics. INDEP has consistently welcomed feedback on this issue from other local
and international institutions, and has supported the US Embassy in Kosovo's response to Kosovo's
justice failures against high-profile corruption scandals. The justice system, apart from large
investments and the constant increase of salaries, is constantly failing to sanction corruption and
organized crime that is already becoming open in Kosovo. Therefore, INDEP will continue to call
for this society not to be deprived of a justice system that makes meritorious and fair decisions.
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Our advocacy during 2019 included the field of justice, where we had the opportunity to discuss the
Federal Constitution of the
Swiss Confederation5 which is
used as a model in the world,
and in this case Kosovo can
take some parts of this
constitution and adapt to the
current In In the framework of
this conference, which was
attended by representatives of
the academy, students, and
representatives of civil society,
in addition to the work, the
translation of the Constitution
of the Swiss Confederation
into English and Serbian was
offered.
These materials will help students of the Faculty of Law over the years. INDEP, targeting law students,
not only in Kosovo, but also in the region, compiled a guide to the Swiss Constitution, which occupies
a special place in constitutional law programs in law faculties. Moreover, this analysis has enriched the
existing literature in the Albanian language for judges, prosecutors, lawyers, etc., regarding the Swiss
constitutional experiences, through which local constitutional experts will be able to address from a
constitutional point of view important issues. in the processes of constitutional change in the Republic
of Kosovo.
Another form of advocacy for our
proposals is the organization and holding
of various conferences and roundtables.
During 2019, INDEP organized 10 of
them with speakers from different sectors
and about 760 participants directly
involved. At the beginning of the year,
INDEP gathered representatives of the
public sector, such as MPs, Deputy Ministers, gender equality officials at the local level, etc., where
they discussed the current level and importance of women's involvement in decision-making
processes in public sector institutions in Kosovo. The conference held in March6 concluded that
women in decision-making bring more responsibility, less corrupt practices and higher performance.
5

A brief guide to the Swiss Constitution https://indep.info/wp-content/uploads/2019/05/INDEP_Mbikushtetut%C3%ABn-federale-t%C3%AB-Konfederat%C3%ABs-Zvic%C3%ABrane-1.pdf
6
Women in Decision Making - A key condition for the development of democracy. Link available at:
https://indep.info/grate-ne-vendimmarrje-kusht-kryesor-per-zhvillimin-e-demokracise/
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As part of the Democratic Governance program and the project promoting women in governance
and the economy, INDEP published the newspaper
"Women in Decision-Making in Public Institutions in
Kosovo"7, which is a direct result of conversations
with 22 women working in public institutions in
decision-making positions. in Kosovo. The challenges
they face are mainly of a cultural, political and legal
nature. Although there have been improvements in
the last 10 years, women usually do not feel equal in
Kosovo society. The first part of the paper provides
information on the trends of women's participation in
the period 2008 to 2018. The paper goes beyond the
numbers to identify the challenges and opportunities
addressed by women working in public institutions.
Furthermore, the research includes a discussion of
what Kosovo can learn from neighboring countries
and how it can draw practical examples for Kosovo's
public institutions.
The novelty for 2019 was that INDEP held the
"Kosovo School for Girls Aiming at the Civil
Service8". This academy brought together 15 young
girls, at the age from 16 to 23 years, then selected the application and selection procedures. The
Academy in 2019 was held in 3 separate modules:
1. Women in decision-making positions of institutions at the governmental level
2. Women in decision-making positions in public enterprises and independent agencies
3. Women in leadership positions at the local level
The idea of the academy was to unite women holding senior / managerial positions in the public
sector with young girls / students aspiring to join public institutions in the future. The academy was
an excellent opportunity for participants to learn directly from the experiences of women in these
leadership positions. Moreover, the academy was also a mentoring scheme, through which mentors

7

Women in decision-making in public institutions in Kosovo. Research https://indep.info/wpcontent/uploads/2019/06/INDEP_Grate-ne-vendimmarrje_SHQ.pdf#new_tab
8
This activity was implemented within the project supported by the Equality Commitment Program - E4E, funded
by the United States Agency for International Development - USAID and implemented by the Advocacy Training
and Resource Center - ATRC.
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provided direct assistance to participants in matters of how to develop and succeed in their efforts to
join the public sector in the future.

Regarding the issues of renewable resources,
INDEP published the newspaper "Hydropower
plants in Kosovo: Problems and their real
potential9", which aimed to analyze the general
situation of the hydropower sector in Kosovo, the
real potential of these projects, impacts and main
problems . This paper mentions the existing
hydropower plants in the country, those that are
planned to be built, the problems and the real
impact of these hydropower plants on the
environment, as well as the concerns related to these
constructions by local communities, both social and
political, economic conditions and environmental.

9

Hydropower Plants in Kosovo Their Real Problems and Potential. (The paper was realized in cooperation with the
Balkan Green Foundation) https://indep.info/wpcontent/uploads/2019/03/HIDROCENTRALET_NE_KOSOVE_PROBLEMET_DHE_POTENCIALI_I_TYRE_REAL_BGF_IN
DEP.pdf
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In the field of media education, INDEP has published "Media Education and Information: A
Curriculum for Teachers"10. This is a special achievement for this year as the topic of media
education has been touched very little by civil society in the past in Kosovo. This curriculum will be
very useful for Kosovo teachers.
Also, in the field of media and regulation
of this sector, on the occasion of the
Global Week for Media Education and
Information (EMI), a week marked
annually by UNESCO, the Institute for
Development Policy (INDEP) in
cooperation with the Independent Media
Commission
(IMC)
organized
a
roundtable on "Media Regulators and
Media and Information Education
(EMI)". This roundtable was attended by
representatives of the IMC, international organizations such as the OSCE and UNESCO,
representatives of the media and civil society. The purpose of the roundtable was that in the
framework of Global EMI Week, actors could present their views on media education and discuss the
progress made in this area. Also, in this roundtable was discussed about the forms and activities in
which different actors can be engaged: raising public awareness on media education, empowering
media users, addressing regulatory challenges and protecting constitutional values. As part of EMI
engagements, INDEP together with other project actors have held 7 trainings with 35 teachers each
in EMI. These trainings have proven to be very effective as teachers now train their students in this
area. To learn more about this project, follow the official website created and maintained by INDEP
for MILClicks11.
INDEP has advocated for pension system reforms in Kosovo for three years. In this line, INDEP
has published three papers during 2018 related to pension reform:
•

Kosovo Pension System: Challenges
and Opportunities,

•

Pension reform: Alternatives are not
lacking, which is right?

•

Pension reform: The way to go

10

Media Education and Information: A Curriculum for Teachers https://indep.info/wpcontent/uploads/2019/06/FGMIL2_per-perkthim.pdf
11
MIL Clicks in Albanian https://www.facebook.com/milclicksshqip/
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As a continuation of the contribution to the pension reforms, in 2019, INDEP has organized a
Workshop on the Kosovo pension system, entitled "Pension system reform in Kosovo", which
brought together members of the Assembly of the Republic of Kosovo , representatives of the
Ministry of Finance, the Ministry of Labor and Social Welfare and the Kosovo Pension Trust. This
workshop also had direct contacts with World Bank representatives in Washington DC and other
key stakeholders. Also, INDEP has organized 7 focus groups with 118 participants. The effect of
this project can be broadcast live on the soon-to-be-drafted pension reform in Kosovo. So far,
INDEP comments on pensions have been taken into account by up to 70%.
In the field of democratic governance, INDEP in 2019 has awarded 7 grants12. These grants seek to
increase the accountability and transparency of Kosovo's local public institutions at the local level, for
different municipalities. This is the continuation of the platform launched by INDEP years ago,
INVESTOMETR. The main purpose of INVESTOMETR is to inform citizens about the
management of capital investments in the respective municipalities, enabling them to be involved in
direct monitoring and activities of the responsible municipal bodies. INDEP also awarded 15 grants
to 15 civil society organizations up to 4,900 euros13. The areas of grants have been rule of law,
youth and environmental protection.

Campaign Against the Construction of the "Kosova e Re"
Power Plant
---------------One of the main and most important activities for INDEP during 2019 has been "Campaign against
the Construction of the New Kosovo Power Plant"14. Kosovo and its citizens will have to pay €
185 million a year or € 3.7 billion over 20 years for this project. The money for the subsidy will come
from the Kosovo budget and increased electricity tariffs so that the new public company NKEC will
honor the contract for 20 years. Subsidizing 3.7 billion euros over 20 years from the Kosovo budget
means less investment in infrastructure, security, education and health. INDEP has also raised
ongoing concerns about the government-owned public company NKEC, established as an
intermediary between Contour Global (a private investor) and the Kosovo energy market, which is
forced to acquire 100 percent of TEC Kosova's capacity. young. Analyzing the financing structure, it
was estimated that about 910 million euros will be financed through loans and 390 million will be
12

Grants were awarded under the project 'INVESTOMETRY - Ensuring transparency and accountability in public
spending on capital investments at the local level' funded by the National Endowment for Democracy (NED)
13
The grants were awarded within the project "Promoting Sustainable Organizational Development of CSOs in
Kosovo, funded by the European Union, managed by the EU Office in Kosovo and implemented by INDEP and FCI
14
The activities of this campaign have been coordinated with other organizations - GAP Institute, Balkan Green
Foundation and Group for Legal and Political Studies.
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financed through private investments, which means that Contour Global is expected to raise 270
million euros in just one year or 69 percent of them. private investment.
According to our assessments and studies, the ‘New Kosovo’ project would be a heavy burden on the
shoulders of the citizens and the state of Kosovo. A contract in which a private operator (Contour
Global) is guaranteed profit and eliminates risks, covers all initial costs and is guaranteed to purchase
the product without reservation for 20 consecutive years, is nothing more than putting public potential
and capital in profit function of a private company. The contract, therefore, violates the Constitution
and legislation that protects free competition and market equality and as such should be annulled.
Furthermore, the whole process for the development of this project was accompanied by nontransparency, legal violations and changes in the tender conditions contrary to the Law on Public
Procurement, and contrary to the decision of the Assembly of Kosovo no.03-V -272. of 1 April 2010
for the approval of the Energy Strategy 2009-2018. Therefore, INDEP has demanded the immediate
withdrawal from the contract for the construction of this power plant, because this will bankrupt
Kosovo economically, will disable the liberalization and integration of the electricity market, and
represents a decisive blow to the environment, health and human rights.
In addition to the feedback, INDEP has also filed numerous complaints, such as the one in
cooperation with other local non-governmental organizations and the CEE Bankwatch Network to
the Energy Community15, namely the dispute resolution mechanism challenging the legality of the
energy purchase agreement for the energy project planned based on coal New Kosovo. The complaint
stated that the 20-year energy purchase agreement, signed by the Kosovo government with Contour
Global in December 2017, failed to comply with the rules of the Energy Community Treaty on state
aid, because it offers Contour Global a host of benefits. which give it an unfair advantage over other
energy producers. A great success is considered the moment when after the complaint, the Secretariat
of the Energy Community at the end of December announced that it has officially opened a
contentious procedure against the Government of Kosovo stating that it, by signing the contract for
construction of the power plant "Kosova e Re" has violated domestic and European state aid
legislation. The secretariat found that certain aspects of the contract such as the purchase for 20 years
of energy availability under the power purchase agreement, transfer of ownership, state guarantees,
VAT exemption and other benefits constitute state aid sanctioned by law.

15

Requires the Use of Legal Mechanisms Against the TPP “Kosova e Re” Project https://indep.info/sqs/kerkohetperdorimi-i-mekanizmave-ligjore-kunder-projektit-tc-kosova-e-re/
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Regarding this sector, INDEP directly directed the deputies of the Assembly of Kosovo to comply
with the competencies guaranteed by the Constitution, to request from the Ministry of Economic
Development the publication of all documents related to the tendering process of TPP "Kosova e
Re"16, as the final call for applications, all
decisions to change the tender conditions
taken from 2011 until the final contract for the
construction of "Kosova e Re", and the
minutes of the Steering Committee meetings
for the "Kosova e Re" project. To ensure that
the construction process of TPP "Kosova e
Re" is carried out in accordance with
applicable laws, we urge MPs to commit to
ensure transparency for this project, before
the start of construction of the power plant,
and protection of the public interest.
While, in terms of production in the field of democratic governance and gender equality, INDEP has
made some videos. Among them, "International Women's Day, March 8"17 and "Representation
of women in government in the public sector of the Republic of Kosovo"18.

16

The Construction Process of TPP “Kosova e Re” is Being Closed in Contradiction with the Laws in Force and the
Decisions of the Courts https://indep.info/sqs/procesi-i-ndertimit-te-tc-kosova-e-re-po-mbahet-i-mbyllur-nekundertshim-me-ligjet-ne-fuqi-dhe-vendimet-e-gjykatave/
17

International Women's Day, March 8
https://www.facebook.com/InstitutiINDEP/videos/403143693602290/?__xts__[0]=68.ARCi07Wvs5plNathSt1ZWc
DkYJVx2AeAzmDZmz_mhPeW8-knmSywX1p7M-TYszp9segIcZiD3JGHtdKQ4Q_G2ui3FaJs3nhggI_BKEC4_D2sqoFkSNYD_cNio7aBCn1azJH5sauI20wWzmC5GnqXS2leqsV9j2
tKx9LgOaKhIY2DJen3OaAHAoLiWfYdmFwSeu2Fsecngfx8BgObjupaEtMhrKENwNw-uJRjMGOiwRpdwsTKgz9G3tshj2cFNH2OlYyreQ6G_xyEYAtogW7fBn6oBw5hYVdh_vhEoPHvKCQhNficxrNoOW6LlrEt1QZBUdKigVuaLnqpGaYnIPP4zCHyg4g&__tn__=H-R
18

https://www.facebook.com/InstitutiINDEP/videos/2286935964730042/?__xts__[0]=68.ARAR0sIZqI6_dIfbgaOHA
D_1hbCMPcj7RkV165TMMUy6vmgS0blm9jAqcOoZRsRWJe8qrngY8YXXCOTN9EGwYWC9MXQmugs6g7SPnxj2XB3fXmGuOj0vagA4qNU7zg43WlFNbmU3hIaQAcsHv2J8_mXbsGGBzdUdS06ko54sTG2zrdAdSky_5nLU-pquqX0tkCF3nr5tBHEQaMCUTmNNCgz6oFBI6XX3naGrKADyD42bT0b45yrtQcWMaKLUXtgmTS3pRREIAKzxn37UN9Cf
vSfHxOcy9Xzt5xLiiGvyqKel_mQOBajX1mxHqBl8M15dxz3FH4wmPx0BI6dbPWOHGQ5D9QuE6nXk&__tn__=-R
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Sustainable Development
---------------------------

Sustainable development is inevitably linked to Democratic Governance, but that this program pays
close attention to advocating for sustainable policies that protect the environment, nature and living
beings, advocating for Kosovo's energy transition, green energy, promotion of renewable resources,
and finally the financial support of small NGO grants by INDEP through major projects funded by
various donors.
INDEP continued to advocate for the creation of a sustainable energy sector by holding conferences
on energy transition in Kosovo19, the way forward and the need for civil society to engage in dialogue
with the Government on this topic. This conference brought together many actors from the energy
sector, such as the Minister of
Economic Development, other
officials
of
this
ministry,
international
and
local
representatives of civil society,
students, and other stakeholders in
this field. In addition to the energy
transition, INDEP contributed
activities with the topic of air
quality in Kosovo, for which it
received support from the
diplomatic sector in Kosovo, such
as the French Embassy. As part of
this activity, INDEP provided research which reveals an assessment of where Kosovo stands with
European Union air quality standards, which includes a set of concrete recommendations on what
actions should be taken to meet the criteria of EU and facilitate the EU accession process.

19

Energy Transition - The Only Way for the Energy Sector in Kosovo https://indep.info/sqs/tranzicioni-i-energjisee-vetmja-rruge-per-sektorin-e-energjise-ne-kosove/
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Promoting
renewable
energy
continues to be one of the main goals of
INDEP. Therefore, to raise the voice of
the importance of including these
alternative sources in electricity
generation, INDEP, in cooperation
with other civil society organizations,
held a round table where renewable
energy capacities and their costeffectiveness were discussed20. The
main discussion of this roundtable was
related to Kosovo's progress so far in
achieving the objectives of renewable
energy, renewable energy opportunities (RES), the current investment climate, and their costeffectiveness. The roundtable brought together key actors in the field, starting with the presence of
the Minister of Economic Development, officials of this ministry, representatives of the private sector
and civil society.

INDEP Part of NCEP
---------------------------

Kosovo is currently in the process of drafting the "National Energy and Climate Plan", the
National Climate and Energy Strategy. INDEP is proud to announce that it is part of and
representative of civil society in 3 working groups of this strategy, out of 6 in total. Because the works
are still ongoing and are in the initial stages, nothing concrete can yet be made official as to what stage
the Strategy has reached. Yet, this is the last time when Kosovo also has the opportunity to reach EU
countries in terms of ecological standards. We recall that Kosovo has one of the highest levels of
pollution in Europe, and during 2018, Pristina has ranked first as the city with the highest pollution in
the world. This calls for drastic and emergency measures. Therefore, INDEP will be a strong advocate
and collaborator for a greener Kosovo in the field of energy.
NECP is one of the largest projects of the Republic of Kosovo and as such, its effects will be crucial
for the country. INDEP guarantees that it will push forward the green agenda at the national level
and that it will be a constructive part of the work towards achieving a strategy that is as ecofriendly as
possible.

20

https://indep.info/sqs/u-diskutua-per-progresin-ne-energjine-e-riperteritshme-ne-kosove/
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“Kosovo Sustainable Development Week”
---------------------------

INDEP has been a co-organizer of the "Kosovo
Sustainable Development Week"21, an event
which was held throughout the week - from 16 to
22 September 2019. This annual week, this year has
gathered more than 600 participants, among them
many media and marks one of the media successes
of INDEP. The topics addressed at the Conference
were:
• environmental Protection,
• waste management,
• green energy,
• circular economy,
• urban planning,
• Ecofeminism and the Agenda 2030.

As such, INDEP considers it one of the most
important activities which has been widely
disseminated to the public and has given clear
messages, provided recommendations and
gathered audiences around the topic of sustainable
development. In addition to panels, workshops,
21

Offical page of “Kosovo Sustainable Development Week” https://www.facebook.com/KSDWeek/?__tn__=kCHR&eid=ARCBOysVaq_6zzgVa16fteM_kiVX57N_FLUEShzgHEToed2HlPeA8SZoylCa82J3GW7NeJRazxRCm6b&hc_ref=ARRxCviEjuzCZa3Bu9dLDeFaVgXiIbITLjtKtKImnd1ECvujkWejzpPdC3CLflMsytk&fref=n
f&__xts__[0]=68.ARC2B21nDaUHLjm_Yj2A4DGtRSRPXwzhZHSgPSz6Hn9WvrkQkwfblbVJqBRE0Z8kask3I7A6CLig6o3WetrDaNbbUxQM4H6AfK3hAfEv1AMDJdDBwANQTQXxnhNCpmw8rmXSyfls8fdX91Yox4iWCe0HsDohIFIaBzGyHN_7AgI
MQburCH5fGk_rGPTFC67IyD6Rs7f3Nlm7siYgI90t0blA9aLEK01dKVBOmiIr5MzmixA_ESVKuImP83aUpirnrlzpN6CMTiq4AiHYb1yCYUE136Q3hkbt9uBCgNWRjYJaS9xq4Q3mbUQ0wqTTtm58DW4cX99a2JCSTU7G4WO2bsjW7lXT5hFecVi7KLhNzMVKdxMr_PRjd7OjGWF8mUFLs6BiKjmiFJvqXSU3qjkEcsVz5aqBp61W1peUMHJMzVY
hRyq9lvDDvj-ZFvIcvg7FNWsQY2LXbUODbce5kZlRHWVTINSgW2BsIwTxqUE9ChxBN6tfbQ
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activities, the last day of this week was marked with "Car Free Day in Prishtina" in cooperation with
the Municipality of Prishtina, an event which was covered by many media. KSWD is the only such
format in Kosovo organized by 6 different parties of civil society, ministries and foreign donors.
KSWD is organized by the Institute for Development Policy (INDEP), Ministry of Environment and
Spatial Planning (MESP), Ministry of Economic Development (MED), European Union Office in
Kosovo / EU Special Representative (EUOK / EUSR), German Society for Cooperation
International GmbH on behalf of
the German Government (GIZ),
as well as the Balkan Green
Foundation (BGF).
In the framework of the Week for
Sustainable Development, an event
that is happening on an annual
basis already, INDEP, in addition
to being the co-organizer of the
week, held the event entitled ‘5
Speeches for Sustainability’. The
event elaborated on the Sustainable
Development Goals, specifically
• climate action,
• clean water sources and sewers,
• gender equality,
• qualitative education, and economic development.

Presentations
were
given
by
representatives of central institutions,
representatives
of
international
organizations and representatives of civil
society.
In
addition
to
the
aforementioned representatives, the
event received high attention from
students of the University of Prishtina.

The 2030 Agenda received a great deal of attention during 2019. INDEP research staff dedicated 9
articles on topics including the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) and the 2030 Agenda. As part
of this work, a total of 7 municipal Sustainable Development plans were published. for the
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municipalities in question, such as Prishtina22, Deçan23, Prizren24, Podujeva25, Drenas26, Novobërdë27
and Vushtrri28. The works were accompanied by workshops with representatives of local institutions
and representatives of civil society profiled in environmental issues. Furthermore, municipal plans
were made available in English and Serbian for minority municipalities.
At Agenda 2030, the successful workshop
was also the “Workshop with NGO and
Media Representatives on SDG and
Agenda 2030” which aimed to inform on
how many larger municipalities in Kosovo
have managed to embrace SDG- the. This
workshop also provided an overview of the
work to be done in the future so that
municipal level institutions, whose level
bears the greatest burden of implementing
these objectives, can fully achieve the
involvement of SDG in their municipal
plans. This workshop bore fruit as it
involved many members of the local level in
Kosovo and also created a network
between the media and them. The workshop included
representatives of the municipalities of Prishtina,
Prizren, Podujeva, Vushtrri, Novobërdë, Drenas and
Deçan. The purpose of the workshops was to inform
the participants about the Sustainable Development
Objectives and the approach that INDEP will follow in
drafting municipal plans for sustainable development.
These workshops were organized within the project
Sustainably Developing (Local) Governments for
Sustainable Development Goals (# SDG4SDGs), a
22

SDGs Localization Plan at Municipal Level: Prishtina https://indep.info/en/sdgs-localization-plan-at-municipallevel-prishtina/
23
SDGs Localization Plan at Municipal Level: Decan https://indep.info/en/sdgs-localization-plan-at-municipal-leveldecan/
24
SDGs Localization Plan at Municipal Level: Prizren https://indep.info/en/sdgs-localization-plan-at-municipallevel-prizren/
25
SDGs Localization Plan at Municipal Level: Podujeva https://indep.info/en/sdgs-localization-plan-at-municipallevel-podujeva/
26
SDGs Localization Plan at Municipal Level: Drenas https://indep.info/en/sdgs-localization-plan-at-municipallevel-drenas/
27
SDGs Localization Plan at Municipal Level: Novoberda https://indep.info/en/sdgs-localization-plan-at-municipallevel-novoberda/
28
SDGs Localization Plan at Municipal Level: Vushtrri https://indep.info/wpcontent/uploads/2019/07/VUSHTRRI.pdf
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project implemented through a grant provided by The Deutsche Gesellschaft für Internationale
Zusammenarbeit GmbH - GIZ, funded by the Government of the Federal Republic of Germany.

To further promote the SDG and the 2030
Agenda, in addition to municipal plans, INDEP
published a paper reflecting Kosovo's position
vis-hi-vis the 20301 Agenda29, how
internationally agreed obligations and targets
have been met, and what concrete steps or
actions Kosovo has taken. should take in the
future. Since the elimination of problems and
issues included in the 2030 Agenda is of great
importance for current and future generations of
all countries, Kosovo can follow the example of
neighboring countries, such as Albania and
Montenegro, which are leading the region. in
CDD implementation efforts. INDEP has
recommended that this be done if political
rhetoric is set aside, and practices in
implementing the agenda begin. The process
towards implementing the 36 MDGs is
challenging, but in many respects a rewarding
experience for Kosovo society.

29

KOSOVO AND 2030 AGENDA: From Political Rhetoric to Concrete Actions https://indep.info/en/kosovo-and2030-agenda-from-political-rhetoric-to-concrete-actions/
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Awareness raising campaign about SDGs
--------------------------In Kosovo, INDEP runs an awareness-raising campaign on sustainable development and the
2030 Agenda. Each month, 10 special monthly supplements, brochures, to raise awareness of the
importance of SDG, published in ten issues, were published together with the media company Koha
Group and in social networks3031. Knowing the ever-increasing importance of CSOs and their effect
on improving the overall situation in the world, this campaign has been one of the main activities of
INDEP for 2019. The campaign has had a significant effect on many activities and events It has
gathered many relevant actors, MPs, members of decision-making institutions, experts in various fields
and citizens.

30

Informative Brochures https://indep.info/wpcontent/uploads/2019/05/finale_broshura4faqe.pdf?fbclid=IwAR1OBB
31
https://indep.info/wp-content/uploads/2019/05/broshura-2.pdf
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In addition to these objectives, INDEP also advocated for the protection of endangered animals
in Kosovo32, as a topic that is rarely discussed but that holds great importance for a sustainable
environmental development. The various economic activities of the people over the years have caused
an imbalance in nature. In order to improve the situation of high risk animals for extinction, INDEP
recommended that central institutions should work on creating a database of endangered species in
Kosovo and complete the biodiversity inventory in Kosovo, to be done monitoring of the Law on
Nature Protection, as well as to have mutual cooperation between central and local institutions.
As part of the Sustainable Development program and our efforts to create a cleaner environment,
INDEP continues to have the practice of marking international days with different themes. For
Environment Day, INDEP raised its voice regarding environmental degradation and air pollution as
a healthy environment is a fundamental human right. Therefore, INDEP called on central and local
institutions to act to improve air quality and protect human health by changing behavior and
implementing sustainable development policies and practices.
During 2019, INDEP supported the new conference concept called ‘brunch’. At the end of the year,
following the advocacy on sustainable development, we organized SDG Brunch which discussed air
pollution in Kosovo. The events were coorganized with the United Nations Team in
Kosovo (UNKT) and brought together
representatives of international organizations
such as UNDP, UN, UNMIK, UNICEF and
WHO, representatives of local institutions such
as the National Institute of Public Health, the
Agency for Air Navigation Services, etc. .,

representatives of civil society, media and citizens.
The event opened with the launch of an awareness
campaign and video on air pollution in Kosovo33,
which included awareness messages from familiar
faces to the public, ordinary citizens and
marginalized groups.

32

Protection of Endangered Animals in Kosovo https://indep.info/wp-content/uploads/2019/04/Mbrojtja-ekafsheve_INDEP.pdf
33
Air Pollution in Kosovo https://www.facebook.com/252697314788253/videos/547119035860771/
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Air quality in Kosovo continues to have a
high level of pollution. INDEP over the
years advocates for a clean environment, but
especially for clean air. During the first part of
2019, when the air quality was very harmful,
INDEP published the work on air in Kosovo
and European standards on the level of its
purity34. This research provides an assessment
of where Kosovo stands in relation to
European Union air quality standards.
This research is complemented by a series of
concrete recommendations on what actions
should be taken to meet EU criteria and
facilitate the EU accession process. These
recommendations include: monitoring of
domestic heating, emissions from transport,
energy sector, heavy industry and agricultural
sector, in addition to public awareness of air
quality.

The energy sector remains one of the main pillars to which INDEP contributes over the years. In
this regard, during 2019, INDEP analyzed issues such as: establishing a public service obligation for
security of supply, hydropower plants in Kosovo: problems and their real potential, implementation
of Law No. 05 / L-085 on Electricity, report of Energy Regulatory Office for 2018, and ERO's
consultative report on the solar photovoltaic support mechanism for RES targets (20 MW).

In the course of sustainable development, INDEP has organized a workshop with MPs and staff of
the Assembly of Kosovo on "The Role of the Assembly in Meeting the Sustainable Development
Objectives." The workshop was attended by MPs from the Assembly of Kosovo and the Assembly
of Albania, the civilian staff of the assembly, as well as the donor community. It should be emphasized
that the role of the Assembly is essential in creating a general political will. The Assembly, respectively
the deputies and the civilian staff, are important agents involved in the implementation of Agenda
2030 and the SDGs. In this regard, INDEP is committed to working closely with all parties, including
the central and local level to see the opportunities and capacities we have to implement the 2030
Agenda.

34

Air Quality in Kosovo: Towards European Standards https://indep.info/en/air-quality-in-kosovo-towardseuropean-standards/
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Among the Climate Change
Trainings / Workshops, INDEP
evaluates the Regional Workshop
“Youth Awareness on the
Pressure of Climate Change and
Sustainability Issues” which
gathered 30 young people from 3
different countries in the region
which aimed to increase knowledge
and stimulate discussion and critical
thinking among youth in the region about the risks of climate change and environmental issues in
general in the Western Balkan countries.

In the field of sustainable development, during 2019 INDEP has awarded 20 grants. 17 small grants
and 3 medium grants were awarded within the project "Empower - Engage - Build Ownership"35 for
20 different organizations. The winning projects are focused on the following points:
• Environment protection,
• Green energy and the circular economy and
• Improving the situation on the ground.

“Empower – Engage – Build Ownership” project is implemented in collaboration with BGF and is funded by
European Union Office in Kosovo
35
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In the framework of the EEBO project and the call for grants, INDEP has also held 11 info sessions
related to grants for various municipalities in Kosovo. The infusions were kept by Mrs. Learta Hollaj,
INDEP.
A total of 151 applications were received in the call for this grant, marking this as one of the most
successful calls in the field of sustainable development in civil society in Kosovo. Some of the
beneficiaries of these grants, among others, were Dokufest with the project for solar cinema, AYA
"Pjetër Bogdani" with the project for the promotion of cycling in Kosovo, GAIA Kosovo, Sbunker,
the Group for Legal and Political Studies, etc.
The amount of the grants awarded to these organizations ranged from 4,500 to 4,900 euros for each
small grant and up to 14,900 euros for medium grants, bringing the total grants awarded to
approximately 82,000 euros. INDEP will continue with grant schemes as in this form it substantially
helps in the development of the civil society sector and consequently contributes indirectly to the
improvement of citizenship in Kosovo. This grant scheme has continued in 2020, in the same format.
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Regional Cooperation
---------------------------

One of the main pillars of INDEP is Regional Cooperation. Therefore, like every other year, this year
INDEP was internationally represented in various high-level conferences, as one of the most
efficient forms of networking, presentation of work on international podiums and as coordination of
activities with INDEP's international partners towards development. democratic, sustainable and
inclusive for our country and together with the countries of the region.
Among INDEP's representations
in the international sphere are the
participation in the "5th European
Forum on Local Governance", in
Krakow, Poland. The European
Forum on Local Government
brought together dozens of
mayors, municipal associations,
representatives of businesses and
civil society to discuss various
topics on the development of local
government in order to improve
the lives of citizens and their
connectivity and mobility. INDEP
was represented by Mr. Source
Ejupi and Mr. Dardan Abazi.

INDEP was also an integral part of
the Kosovar delegation at The
Open World Leadership Center, an
agency operating within the United States Congress. During the first days of his stay in America, the
Kosovar delegation had the opportunity to meet with members of Congress in Washington DC,
including the office of the US Congressman, Mr. Chris Stewart, who represents Utah Third County.
In addition to these meetings, the Kosovar delegation learned about Utah's experience in integrating
renewable energy into electricity supply. The Open World Leadership Center program has so far
managed to gather about 28,000 participants. INDEP was represented by Mr. Dardan Abazi.
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Further, INDEP was part of the "Sustainability Forum", in Vienna, Austria. This forum, on an
annual basis, brings together representatives of the Governments of the countries of the region, people
from the scientific community and research institutes, and representatives of other civil society
organizations in a conversation about
the future of energy in Southeast
Europe. The topic of the forum for
2019 was "Embracing a Decarbonized
Energy Future". The forum focused
on finding ways to promote
investments in green energy and
removal of polluting energy as ways to
promote energy transition, a topic
which also coincides with the
promotion of policies aimed at
sustainable development, where
economic development focuses on
protection of the environment and
enhancing the quality of life of citizens
that INDEP promotes. INDEP was
represented by Ms. Learta Hollaj, z. Dardan Abazi, z. Amir Kozmaqi and Mrs. Dora Musa.
In the field of economics, INDEP also participated in the "Economic Forum" in Krynica, Poland.
This was the XXIX Economic Forum, this annual conference which gathered nearly 4,500

participants, including political leaders, economic actors and civil society representatives from 60
countries. The Executive Director of INDEP, Mr. Burim Ejupi, was a speaker in two of the most
important panels of this event. In the first panel on "Sustainable Cities = Sustainable Future", Mr.
Ejupi spoke about advocating for sustainable development policies with special emphasis on urban
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planning, transport and air pollution control policies. In the second panel, "Modern Climate Policy
and Energy Self-Sufficiency in the Countries of the Region", Mr. Ejupi spoke about the role of civil
society in Kosovo in opposing the policies of the past and advancing the development of the energy
sector by promoting renewable energy, efficiency and reducing emissions harmful to the environment
and climate.
In the field of environment, specifically in climate change and coordination with democracy, INDEP
participated in the "Congress of Young Europeans" on "How to fight for Climate and Democracy?".

Mrs. Fatbardha Restelica represented INDEP at this conference held in Marseille, France. This
congress brought together important actors in areas such as climate and democracy, such as members
of the European Parliament from the Netherlands, environmental activists from France, women's
rights and family planning organizations from Poland, election campaign managers (specifically
managers of the mayor of Istanbul , Turkey), as well as initiators of environmental campaigns such as
Fridays for Future from the Czech Republic. In addition to the discussion panels, the congress also
held various workshops, with lecturers from powerful organizations such as Europeans Green, the
Executive Committee of the European Green Youth Federation, and Bündnis 90 / Die Grünen.
The congress was attended by about 60 participants from all European countries, including Kosovo.
As a local partner in Kosovo of the Southeast Europe Energy Transition Network, INDEP
participated in the Conference organized in Brussels, on the topic "Achieving Carbon
Neutralization in Southeast Europe: Obstacles, Opportunities and Steps Further", organized
by SE3T.net. SE3T.net is a regional network of independent organizations focusing on the energy
transition in Southeast Europe. The mission of this network is to contribute to the absorption of
economic, technical and relevant policy potential towards the transition leading to a sustainable future.
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INDEP contributes to this network through analysis. INDEP representatives at this conference were
Mr. Burim Ejupi and Mrs. Learta Hollaj.
INDEP also had media representations within the country. INDEP staff in 2019 had at their
disposal 11 people, who as part of civil society have been part of the media and have expressed the
views of INDEP. The area in which INDEP has had the most frequent media appearances has been
the field of energy, namely advocacy against the construction of the Coal Power Plant "Kosova e Re",
for which many media have contacted INDEP to get opinions in the capacity of energy experts.
INDEP during 2019 has been contacted by many media, such as television, newspapers and portals
for their views, reactions, support given or objections to various processes that have occurred during
the year we left behind in Kosovo. With this, INDEP has secured a reputation as a think-tank, credible
organization and that its views are supported by research, figures, publications and reports.
As an INDEP media presentation, INDEP staff has had 13 interviews on our televisions, but not
only. In identified numbers, INDEP during 2019 has been cited 20 times. Among the most
interviewed by INDEP from the media are Mr. Dardan Abazi, Senior Researcher and Director of
Research at INDEP and Ms. Learta Hollaj, former Operations Manager at INDEP. These two,
together with the executive director of INDEP, Mr. Burim Ejupi have been the most frequent
representatives of INDEP in the media. The above, in addition to holding the main portfolios of
INDEP, are also active and very cooperative with other civil society organizations in Kosovo and
often hold joint appearances and coordinate feedback and advocacy with other organizations.
Among the media appearances in 2019, INDEP has organized a live press conference on the
occasion of World Energy Day entitled "Priorities of the New Government of Kosovo". In this
conference, Learta Hollaj and Dardan Abazi presented the findings of three papers drafted by INDEP
which give the main recommendations in the field of energy transition, promotion of small-scale
renewable resource capacities and energy security.

INDEP 2020
INDEP will continue its work in 2020, focusing on the goal of providing the fairest and most
beneficial policies for the citizens of Kosovo, always through close cooperation with the main actors
of the country, institutions, independent agencies, the Assembly, the deputies of the Assembly, the
ministerial cabinet, and up to the highest executive instance, the prime minister. As part of civil society,
but maintaining the identity of the think-tank, INDEP believes that only cooperation between all
stakeholders of our society, can lead to the positive changes and improvements needed for Kosovo.
See the attached annexes below to see the Index List of Publications and the Index Response List for
2019, as the two main areas in which INDEP work, respectively, unfolds and tends to make a positive
impact. To see up close the work of INDEP, please click on the INDEP website: www.indep.info,
accessible in Albanian and English, which is constantly updated and reflects the uninterrupted work
of INDEP.
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Donors
---------------------------

In 2019, INDEP was supported by:
The European Union Office in Kosovo continues to assist Kosovo through financial means this
year as well. The EU continues to influence good EU practices
in Kosovo, and INDEP often cites the EU as a point of
reference. During the year, the EU funded two major INDEP
projects, "Promoting Sustainable Organizational Development
of CSOs in Kosovo" which is implemented in cooperation with
FIQ, and "Empower - Engage - Build Ownership" which is
implemented in collaboration with BGF.
The Rockefeller Brothers Fund - RBF is one of the most charitable foundations in the world. For
the year, RBF finances many organizations with the
sole purpose of social change which brings about a
fairer, more stable and peaceful world. INDEP has an
institutional grant from RBF as well, as a think-tank
that contributes positively to Kosovo.
The United States Agency for International Development (USAID) Mission in Kosovo focuses on
economic growth, democracy, and governance. Their goal is
to help achieve security, prosperity, and sustainable stability.
During 2019, USAID supported INDEP in the project
"Women in managerial positions in the public sector Facilitating the transformation from a quantitative to a
qualitative approach".
Deutsche Gesellschaft für Internationale Zusammenarbeit - GIZ is present in Kosovo in an advisory
and supportive role towards the efforts to achieve
political stability and democracy, based on the rule
of law. As part of this process, GIZ funds programs
that grow the economy, improve the education
system, build a decentralized public administration,
and reduce youth unemployment as well. INDEP
established partnerships with GIZ in projects last year, specifically "Sustainable (Local) Governments
for Sustainable Development Goals # SDG4SDGs". This partnership established with GIZ continues
in 2020 with the projects that are being implemented now.
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United Nations Development Program - UNDP holds as its primary goal the eradication of poverty
in the context of sustainable development, including the
pursuit of the Millennium Development Goals, and the
promotion of the fundamental principles of the United
Nations. The UNDP program in Kosovo addresses challenges
and assists through three areas of practice: Democratic
Governance, Inclusive Growth and Policy Research, Gender
and Communication, which are almost entirely in line with
INDEP program areas. INDEP and UNDP have collaborated in 2019 in several activities, including
the MDD Brunch, an activity which is being implemented for the first time in Kosovo.
INDEP for the first time in 2019 has decided to be included in the field of academia. In order to link
the scope of INDEP with this goal, INDEP has cooperated with
the Embassy of Switzerland in the Republic of Kosovo in the
project ‘A brief guide to the Swiss constitution’. The partnership
established with the Swiss Embassy is confident that it will
continue in the coming years as the project has been very
successful.
The National Endowment for Democracy - NED is an institution dedicated to fostering the growth
of a wide range of democratic institutions abroad,
including political parties, trade unions, free markets
and business organizations, as well as many other
elements of civil society that strengthen human rights,
independent media, and the rule of law. INDEP has
established a partnership with NED in the project "Empowered Assembly for effective, inclusive and
accountable policies and legislation". The project has added a lot of value to INDEP's democratic
governance program.
The United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural
Organization - UNESCO is the world's leading organization
in the field of education, science and culture. Within the
projects that this organization finances in Kosovo, INDEP has
cooperated with UNESCO in the field of media education.
This project is still going on in 2020, but marks one of the
biggest successes of INDEP for 2019. The project for MIL
Clicks has received a lot of attention and has established a very
correct cooperation between INDEP and UNESCO.
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Kosovo Civil Society Foundation - KCSF, as an independent, non-profit organization that supports
the development of civil society and initiatives that promote a
democratic culture and respond to the socio-economic needs of
Kosovo, with a special focus on contributing to the integration
process in The European Union has cooperated again this year with
INDEP in a project. Both organizations share the same goals and
missions, therefore, the partnership with KCSF has continued in
2019.
Westminster Foundation for Democracy - WFD is a UK
non-departmental public body established to support
democratic institutions abroad. During 2019, INDEP
has established partnerships with the WFD to advance
the common values of democracy.
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Annex A: List of Publications
---------------------------

1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24

Establishing a public service obligation for security of supply

1\2019

Hydropower plants in Kosovo: problems and their real potential

2\2019

Women in decision-making in public institutions in Kosovo

3\2019

Analysis of the implementation of the law no.05 / l-085 on electricity

4\2019

Protection of endangered animals in Kosovo

5\2019

A brief guide to the Swiss constitution

6\2019

Swiss Constitution

7\2019

Sustainable development objectives: what are they and why are they so important?

8\2019

Sustainable development objectives: what are they and why are they so important?

9\2019

Sustainable Development Goals (agenda 2030): what can you do?

10\2019

Media and information education: Curriculum for teachers

11\2019

Analysis of the report of the Energy Regulatory Office for 2018

12\2019

Plan for localization of sustainable development objectives (SDG) at the municipal level: municipality of
Prishtina
Plan for localization of sustainable development objectives (SDG) at the municipal level: municipality of
Deçan
Plan for localization of sustainable development objectives (SDG) at the municipal level: municipality of
Prizren
Plan for localization of sustainable development objectives (SDG) at the municipal level: municipality of
Podujeva
Plan for localization of sustainable development objectives (SDG) at the municipal level: municipality of
Drenas
Plan for localization of sustainable development objectives (SDG) at the municipal level: Municipality of
Novo Brdo
Plan for localization of sustainable development objectives (SDG) at the municipal level: Municipality of
Novo Brdo (Version in Serbian)
Plan for localization of sustainable development objectives (SDG) at the municipal level: municipality of
Vushtrri
Draft administrative instruction (MED) no. xx / 2019 on energy efficiency requirements for the
purchase of products, services and buildings from central level institutions
Kosovo and Agenda 2030: from political rhetoric to concrete action

13\2019

Air quality in Kosovo: towards European standards

23\2019

Analysis of the draft law on supplementing and amending law no. 04 / l-147 on the waters of Kosovo

24\2019

14\2019
15\2019
16\2019
17\2019
18\2019
19\2019
20\2019
21\2019
22\2019
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25
26
27

Monitoring the work of independent agencies - manual for evaluation of annual reports

25\2019

Independent agencies and dedicated revenues

26\2019

INDEP analysis for ERO's consultative report on the solar photovoltaic support mechanism for RES
targets (20 mw)

27\2019

Annex B: List of Reactions
---------------------------

1 Strike Response
2 Against the latest trend of ERO to double the price of energy for consumers
3 ‘Kosova e Re’ Power Plant will increase the price of energy for consumers over 50%!
4 Nepotism and partisan employment are violations of the law and human rights
5 NKEC guarantees billions of euros in benefits to the investor of TPP "Kosova e Re"
6 Required the use of legal mechanisms against the project TPP "Kosova e Re"
7 Corruption in Kosovo should not be punished only by the US Embassy
8 Against the illegal decision for the appointment of the deputy. Director at KEK
9 Stop the urgent million-dollar expenses for the “Kosova e Re” Power Plant
10 World Environment Day
11 Against the tendency to legitimize the violations of the Law by Sejdi Hoxha!
12 The construction process of TPP "Kosova e Re" is being kept closed in violation of applicable laws and court
decisions
13 Civil society takes other measures regarding the competitions of the Ministry of Integration and protection of the EU
stock exchange
14 Open Letter: Political parties / coalitions to present their position on the contract for TPP ‘Kosova e Re’
15 To revoke the decision of ERO that legitimizes the violation of the law, harms the citizens and the energy market
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